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Descriptive Summary

Call No.: 322.4.1

Bib record: b21062857

Record Creator: Arslan, Al-Amir Shakib 1869-1946.

Collection Title: Al- Amir Shakib Arslan Collection, 1894-1995.

Collection Dates: Bulk of material 1894-1995

Physical Description: 8.3 linear feet (25 boxes)

Abstract: Lebanese politician and diplomat, essayist, poet, and prolific writer. After the
dissociation of the Ottoman Empire, he rallied for Arab Independence both from the French
and British Mandates and promoted through his writings Jamal Al-Din Al-Afghani and
Mohammad Abduh’s reformist views. Exiled during the French Mandate in Syria and
Lebanon, Mr. Arslan based himself for a while in Germany and Switzerland.

The political ideals of the Istiglali party headed by Arslan have been defined by historian
Philip Khoury as: “anti-British, [reluctant] to align with the Hashemites, [favoring the]
use of Berlin as a major center for his propaganda campaign against the French, [and
having the] interest in gaining Turkish support for the independence of the Arab territories
and [the] emphasis on an Arab nation whose underlying moral principles were based on
the Divine Law of Islam, [all of which] were bound to clash with the Lutfallah-Shahbandar
factions’ British and Hashemite links, its suspicion of the Turks and its secularism”
(Khoury, 1987, p.225).

Language(s): Arabic, French, English and Spanish

Administrative Information

Source: Dr. Raja Adal, Assistant Professor of History, University of Pittsburg, acquired
this collection from Professor Yusuf Ibish, and then donated it to the AUB Archives in
2016.

Access Restrictions: The collection can be used within the premises of the Archives and
Special Collections Department, Jafet Memorial Library, American University of Beirut.
Photocopying Restriction: No photocopying restriction except for fragile material.
Preferred Citation: Al- Amir Shakib Arslan Collection, 322.4.1, Box no.-, File no.-,
American University of Beirut/ Library Archives.

Compiled by: Shaden Dada, Dalya Nouh

Scope and Content

This collection of personal papers, photos and correspondence related to Amir Shakib
Arslan spans the years 1894-1948, with the bulk of the material dating from 1936 to 1948.
It includes many letters exchanged between Amir Shakib Arslan and his friend and
publisher, Mohammad Ali al-Tahir (editor of alshura, alshabab, al‘alm almsry), and
referred to as “Abul Hasan”. Topics discussed cover publishing issues, economic
hardships, and political activities. The collection also comprises material from the French
archives, publications by and about Arslan, and a few personal photographs and postcards.
The collection includes documents in duplicate form.


https://libcat.aub.edu.lb/record=b2106285

This is an important source for scholars interested in the history of the Middle East between
1848 and 1946, the fall of the Ottoman Empire and the rise of Arab and pan-Islamic
Nationalisms, the French Mandate in Lebanon and Syria, and the history of the modern
Middle East in general.

Arrangement
The Collection is arranged in two series:
Series I: Correspondence, printed material, photographs, and postcards

- Correspondence (original and copies) the bulk of which consists of Arslan’s
correspondence with Mohammad Ali Al-Tahir (Arslan’s very good friend and
editor). Topics discussed include Arslan’s scholarly activities and publishing
efforts, faltering finances, and Arslan’s political opinions and views regarding
Islamic nationalist and Syrian nationalist movements, and the region’s struggle for
independence under the French and British mandates. It also contains some
information regarding the division in views with the Shahbandar-Lutfallah position.

- Newspapers and press clippings including articles authored by Arslan published
in a number of newspapers, including al-hurriyah, al-bayan, al-sharg, among
others.

- Photographs and Postcards including Arslan’s portraits, photographs with his
friends and family, and postcards to and from various coordinates.

Series I1: Documents including notes and material gathered by scholars to conduct
research about Shakib Arslan, project proposals, and bibliographic lists.

- Archival Material from the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, comprising
copies of correspondence and reports exchanged between various French officials
and consulates about Arslan’s political activities as Secretary General of the Syrian-
Palestinian Congress advocating the independence of Syria and Lebanon, and as
representative of the Syro-Palestinian delegation to the League of Nations. It also
includes reports about Arslan’s meetings with political figures such as the High
Commissioner Henry de Jouvenel among others.

- Copies of books and articles published either by or about Shakib Arslan

- Miscellaneous documents including project proposal from Musee de I'Elysee
Lausanne for a monograph of photographs about Mount Lebanon after the war, and
bibliographic lists.

Biographical Sketch

“The Emir Shakib Arslan exercised such intellectual seduction and moral and political
influence on the [editorial] team of Mihab that it is impossible to analyze the cultural
doctrine of the Algerian reformists without considering the thought of the Emir. Since he
settled down in Switzerland (Geneva-Lausanne), in the aftermath of the First World War,
and especially since he began to publish La Nation Arabe, Shakib Arslan became not only
a master, but a true oracle to the Algerian elite of Arab culture. Mentor for some, director



of conscience for others, counselor whose advice was received with humble gratitude,
orator whose language made sensitive souls fall into ecstasy, writer whose fluid and pure
prose was a delectation for all lovers of the beauty of the classical tongue, Shakib Arslan
was all of this at the same time, and even more.”

Merad, Le reformisme musulman en Algerie, 365. (As quoted in: Adal, R. (2006). Constructing Transnational
Islam: The East-West network of Shakib Arslan. In S. A. Dudoignon, H. Komatsu, & Y. Kosugi (Eds.),
Intellectuals in the modern Islamic world: transmission, transformation, communication. London ; New
York: Routledge.)

A Chronology of Shakib Arslan: quoted from Cleveland, W. L. (1985). Islam Against the

West: Shakib Arslan and the Campaign for Islamic Nationalism. Austin: University of Texas Press.

1869 Born in Shuwayfat, Lebanon (Syria at that time)
1879-1888 Education in Beirut
1886 Publication of al-Bakurah; becomes disciple of Mohammad ‘ Abduh
1888 Appointed mudir of the district of Shuwayfat
1890-1892 Visits Egypt; resides in Istanbul
1892 Spends several weeks in Europe; meets al-Afghani in Istanbul
1892-1916 Principal residence in Lebanon
1902 Serves as ga imagam of the Shuf for a few months
1908-1911 Serves as ga imagam of the Shuf
1912 April-June, at the Libyan front
1914 Elected deputy from Hawran to the Ottoman parliament
1914-1916 Associated with Jamal Pasha’s policies in Syria/Lebanon
1916 Marries Salima al-Khass
1917-1918 Two missions to Germany as envoy of Enver Pasha
1917 Son Ghalib born in Aley, Syria
1919-1920 Resides in Switzerland
1921-1923 Resides in Berlin
1921 June-July, trip to Moscow
August, meeting of Syro-Palestinian Congress, Geneva
1922 May, serves as secretary of Congress of Oppressed Peoples, Genoa
July, visits London
1923 (Dec.) — Resides in Mersin, Turkey

1925 (Sept.)

Late 1924, spends several weeks in Europe

1925 Establishes permanent residence in Switzerland
November, meets with Henri de Jouvenal in Paris
1926 Becomes Hijazi citizen
July, elected to Standing Committee of the Congress of the Caliphate
1927 January-April, trip to the United States
November, trip to Moscow
1928 Daughter Mayy born in Lausanne, Switzerland
1929 May-September, pilgrimage to Mecca
1930 Daughter Nazimah born in Geneva, Switzerland; LNA founded

June-August, trip through Spain
August, visit to Morocco



1932
1933
1934

1935

1936
1937

1938
1939

1939-1946
1946

January, trip through Balkans

December, attends Oriental Students Congress, Rome, Italy
January-February, trip through Balkans

February, meetings with Mussolini, Rome, Italy

April-June, Arabia peacekeeping mission

July-August, visits Palestine

April, incident of “forged letter” begins

September, serves as president of European Islamic Congress, Geneva
January-May, discussions with Messali Hajj, Geneva, Switzerland
June-December, triumphal return to Syria

September, attends Bludan Congress, elected second vice-president
Appointed president of Arab Academy of Damascus

February-July, in Egypt

September, visits Berlin

Confined to Switzerland

December, dies in Beirut

Subject Headings

Shakib Arslan, Amir, 1869-1946.

Shakib Arslan, Amir, 1869-1946 -- Political and social views.
Arslan, Shakib, Amir, -- 1869-1946 -- Correspondence.
Tahir, Muhammad "Ali, 1894-1974.

Talhtiq, Muhammad Tahir -- Correspondence.

Shahbandar, A‘bd al-Rahman, 1882-1940.

Shahbandar, A‘bd al-Rahman, 1882-1940 -- Correspondence.
Turkey -- History -- Ottoman Empire, 1288-1918.

Arab Countries -- Politics and government -- 19th century.
Arab countries -- History -- 20th century.

Nationalism -- Arab countries -- History.

Nationalism -- Syria -- History.

Islam -- History.

Syria -- History.

Lebanon -- History.

Islam and politics -- Arab countries.
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Container List (A detailed item listing is available at the Archives Department)
Series I: Correspondence, printed material, photographs, and postcards
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- Press Clippings (1919-1965)
- Photos and postcards (1909-1951)

Series I1: Documents including notes and material gathered by scholars to
conduct research about Shakib Arslan, project proposals, and bibliographic
lists.

- French Ministry of Foreign Affairs Archival Material (1922- 1955)
- Publications (1887-1990)

- Original Books

- Photocopies of Books and Articles by al-Amir Shakib Arslan

Related Material

Archival Material

- Arab and Middle Eastern Political, Social & Cultural Ephemera Collection (formerly
known as Linda Sadaga Collection): ;
Palestine, File 34905 )l s eV ) el 48 glac 3 jaialaa 24y jall 3as 5l

- Evelyne Bustros Collection Box 4; File 6

- Lettres de I' Emir Chekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros 1927- 1928

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Lausanne, le 18 Juillet,
1927

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Lausanne, le 22 Juillet,
1927

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Lausanne, le 12 Juin,
1928

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Genéve, le 18 Juin, 1928

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Genéve, le 28 Juin, 1928

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Lausanne, le 21, Juillet
1928

- Lettre de I'Emir Shekib Arslan a Mme Evelyne Bustros. Lyon, le 21 Aout, 1928

(French & JM&uY) e Jsaal) dia L el clilazall e (Sl )l oS e il -
Arabic)

The below list comprises a selected bibliography of some of Arslan’s publications.
However, there is a more comprehensive list of his published books and articles,
unpublished manuscripts, and books and articles written about him available at the AUB
Archives.
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Books by Shakib Arslan

You can access a comprehensive list of the Arslan bibliography available at the
AUB Libraries Catalog on this link.

- Arslan, Amir Shakib. Our Decline: Its Causes and Remedies. Islamic Book
Trust, 2004.
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