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Descriptive Summary

Call No: AA:6.2.26.1

Library Catalog ID: 14621204

Record Creator: Zaydan, Jirji, 1861-1914.

Collection Title: Jirji Zaydan Collection, 1900-1938.

Collection Dates: 1900-1938

Physical Description: 1.3 Linear Feet (4 boxes)

Abstract: Author, Novelist, Publisher, Historian, Linguist, Journalist and Founder of al -Hilal
magazine. He started his higher education as a medical student at the Syrian Protestant College but
left the College, in 1882, after the Edwin Lewis Crisis. The Zaydan’s collection contains
manuscripts items, copybooks, correspondence, and serials about him.

Language(s): Arabic, English, and Russian.

Administrative Information

Source: The collection was donated by Messrs. Emile and Choukri Zaydan, sons of Jirji Zaydan, to
President Samuel Kirkwood in April 1973.

Access Restrictions: The collection can be used within the premises of the Archives and Special
Collections Department, Jafet Memorial Library, American University of Beirut.

Photocopying Restriction: No photocopying restriction except for fragile material.

Preferred Citation: Jirji Zaydan Collection, 1900-1938, AA: 6.2.26.1, Box no., File no.,

American University of Beirut/Library Archives.

Scope and Content

The collection includes Jirji Zaydan’s biographical information, correspondence, notebooks, and
manuscripts.

Arrangement

The collection is arranged in four series:

Series I: Biography and Correspondence
Series II:  Notebooks and Manuscripts
Series I11:  Publications

Series IV: English translation of his Novel “the Virgin of Koreish”

Biographical Sketch

One of the pillars of Al-Nahda in the Arab World, a Lebanese author, novelist, scholar, editor,
publisher, and teacher, Jirji Zaydan was born in Beirut December 14, 1861. Zaydan dropped out of
school to help his father run his business. Through self-education and by attending night classes in
English, he was able to enroll in the medical school at the Syrian Protestant College. He joined the
College around the same time as Ya’qub Sarrouf, founder of Al-Mugtataf. Zaydan participated in a
student strike in July 1882 (Edwin Lewis issue) and was consequently expelled, along with many
other medical students. Zaydan moved to Cairo where he embarked on a career as a journalist,
publisher, novelist, and scholar. For a short time, he served as assistant editor for al-Mugtataf. In
1892, he established “Dar al Hilal”, a publishing house in Cairo, and issued Al-Hilal Journal. With
al-Mugtataf, Al-Hilal became a significant forum of the Arab Nahda (Renaissance). He was married
to Maryam Matar in 1891 and died on August 12, 1914.

Zaydan produced scholarly works on various historical topics; he was the author of many novels
narrating Arab and Islamic history especially during the 18" and 19" centuries. His first book was
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published in 1889 on “4y sulall & & (History of Freemasonry). In 1890 he published “alall i 5”
(History of the World). In 1892, he published his first historical novel “2 il & sl (The Fleeing
Mamluk). He authored a five-volume history of Islamic civilization “<3wY¥! gaadll & 5 a four-
volume history of Arabic literature “4u 2l 221l Glal & 5°and a dozen other books on history, language,
and literature. He was also the author of the first autobiography in Arabic, “.0\) s> &l SW”

Subject Headings

Zaydan, Jirji, 1861-1914.

Zaydan, Jirji, 1861-1914-Biography.
Authors, Arab -- Lebanon -- Biography.
American University of Beirut -- Student.
Journalists -- Egypt -- Biography.

Arabs -- History.

Islamic civilization.

Abbasids.

Islamic Empire -- History.

Zaydan, Jirji, 1861-1914 -- Criticism and interpretation.
‘Adhra’ Quraysh (Zaydan, Jirji).

Container List

Series |: Biography and Correspondence
Box 1:

File 1: Biography (printed materials).

File 2: Bound Volume of Jirji Zaydan, Correspondence (469 pages).

File 3: Y2Y£03 ) cdpad s Jila y &
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File 7: Authors who consulted Zaydan’s Papers

File 8: Press Clippings about him

File 9: Press Clippings collected by him

Series I1: Notebooks and Manuscripts
Box 2:

File 1: 13 small notebooks of Jirji Zaydan on Journal Asiatique, Journal of the German Oriental
Society

File 2: Manuscript: olu) oo i Alalall el Gl a shad

File 3: Manuscript: &bl 26l e 4y gull 2las¥) A0S 3 ol ) aoad (il S
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Series I11: Publications
Box 3:
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Series 1V: English translation of his Novel “the Virgin of Koreish”

Box 4: English translation of his Novel “the Virgin of Koreish”, 462 pages (not published yet)
Related Material

Archival Material

Students 1880-1890s ARCHIVE AA: 4.3, Box2, File:2

AUB Publications

AUB Catalogue: Catalogue of the Syrian Protestant College, 1881-1882: p.19 AL
Kulliyah: Spring 1973, P: 30.

Photographs
- Portraits of Jirji Zaydan, 1880s, Ph: SPC-AUB:1880s(01):1-3:31

- Portrait of Jirji Zaydan in his office, June 13, 1908. Syrian Protestant College Album, 1907-
1913, Ph:SPC-AUB:1907-1913:1-77:35 (p. 45)

Periodicals
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Books about him

- Dupont, Anne-Laure. (2001). Gurgi Zaydan ecrivain reformiste et Temoin de la renaissance
arabe. [No publisher]: [no date], J 892.78:397Yd:2006, CA 892.78:397Yd c.1.
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The Zaidan Foundation
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