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Al-Abhath is a peer-reviewed journal published by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of the American
University of Beirut. The journal publishes articles and reviews in the fields of Arabic and Middle Eastern
studies. The journal encourages the submission of articles written in English or Arabic dealing with
Arabic and Middle Eastern studies. Since its inception, Al-Abhath has covered many related fields of
interest: Arabic and Islamic studies, sociology, numismatics, history, economic, language, psychology
and astrology, concentrating on the Arab world. It appears in both Arabic and English and is a necessary
and useful reference for anyone interested in and engaged in the study of any aspect of this part of the
world.

Ethical and Legal Conditions

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical
behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors,
and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill's publication ethics, which may be

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance.
Online Submission

Al-Abhath now uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online by email to
alabhath@aub.edu.lb.

Double-blinded Peer Review for Academic and Scholarly Submissions

Al-Abhath uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know
who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit
your article, please attach a separate title page that includes the full title of the manuscript, the names
and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and any acknowledgement texts.
Authors also have to send along their full affiliation: department, university, city, country. These pages
will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain
any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document
properties should also be anonymized.

File Format

Contributions should be submitted as both a Word document and a Portable Document Format
(PDF).
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Contact Address
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact: Al-Abhath’s e-mail address:
alabhath@aub.edu.lb.

Affiliation and Acknowledgements

After reviewers’ approval, the following information should be added underneath the article title:
Author’s name, author’s full affiliation accompanied by the city and country of the institution in
addition to the author’s e-mail address (e.g., Bilal Orfali, Department of Arabic and Near Eastern
Languages, American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, booo@aub.edu.lb). If an author wishes to

list acknowledgements, they should be placed in the first footnote appended to the author’s name. This
is also the appropriate place for personal words of faith and praise, opening religious formulae and the
like, with which authors enhance their work. Hence, authors are kindly requested to avoid
repeating such formulae and phrases in the main text of their manuscript.

File Format
Both Windows and Mac users are requested to save the file with the extension: .doc or .rtf.

Major Criteria for Acceptance of Articles
When composing their texts, authors are requested to take into account the following major criteria
for acceptance:

Theory: Papers should inform or improve our understanding of existing empirical or theoretical
knowledge in the fields of Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies. Concepts should be clearly
explained. There should be no major flaws in the argument and the paper should be free from any
factual errors.

Literature Review: The paper should cite appropriate literature and provide proper credit to existing
work on the topic. It should show awareness of and interaction with recent scholarship. It should
neither be over-referenced, nor under-referenced.

Contribution/Novelty: The paper should make a new and meaningful contribution to the fields of
Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies, e.g. by arguing a new thesis, demonstrating a new approach,
or presenting a valuable synthesis of other research.

Plagiarism & Potential Legal Issues: The work should in no way duplicate the work of others. It should
not be offensive or libelous.

Audience/Scope: The work should be intended for scholars and researchers and fall within the scope
of Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies, both in its theoretical and/or applied and empirical dimensions.
It should contain suggestions for the improvement of the contemporary field.
Structure/Coherence: The work should cohere internally, without addition of any superfluous, non-
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constituent elements or omission of any necessary, constituent parts.
Submission Requirements

Language

Contributions should be written in English or Arabic. Spelling should be consistent throughout
(except, of course, in quotes and references where the original spelling needs to be retained). If itis
necessary to include text in another language, please follow the spelling and capitalization rules for
those languages.

N.B. When referring to titles in languages that use the Latin script, the capitalization rules of those
languages should be observed.

Unicode and Non-Roman Fonts

In view of a uniform encoding of non-Latin scripts and diacritics used for Roman transliteration
of Arabic, the use of fonts conforming to the Unicode standard is required. For the handling of
special scripts and transliteration, we recommend following the rules given below, and the information
provided on the Brill website at:
brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf.

If you have need of special diacritics then Brill suggests the Brill font (brill.com/about/brill-fonts). For all
diacritics that cannot be displayed with regular fonts or the Brill, please send along the font with the
article's electronic version. Please use a Unicode compliant font. For any article using special fonts, send
along a PDF file with the fonts embedded.

In case the author uses specific non-standard fonts for the diacritics of Arabic or Persian letters,
notes about these fonts must be submitted.

Length

Contributions should not exceed 10,000 words, inclusive of in-text citations and notes, but
exclusive of a bibliography. Please include a word count with your contribution. The length of the
paper should be commensurate with what it actually contributes. It should be clear and concise, free of
rhetoric and verbosity.

Transliteration
Transliterations of foreign words should follow accepted formats. For the transliteration of Arabic and
Persian script, we follow the system of the Third Edition of Brill’s Encyclopaedia of Islam, as follows:

Consonants
¢’ t,'b <P ot & th CJ @Ch Ch Ckh od 3dh oI 3Z
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Hamza

The’ (hamza) should not be used when it appears in an initial position in a word: al-akhdh not al-"akhdh,
Amir not ’Amir.

Short Vowels
—{fj:-- a -{f}— u

-1

Long Vowels
sla su
¢1

Diphthongs
9= aw & o ay
5 a; at (construct state): Risalat al-Tarbi‘wa-l-tadwir.

Definite Article
Jl al- (article), no elision takes place for sun-letters: al-shams, al-kitab.

In case of prepositions preceding definite nouns and pronouns, the a is dropped: fi [-madina, bi-l-‘aql, li-I-
sahib.

Manuscript Structure

The text must be formatted with 1.5-inch margins and be double-spaced. For all other matters of style
such as capitalization and the use of italics, the Chicago Manual of Style (available online at:

chicagomanualofstyle.org/contents.html) should be used as a guide.

Abstract and Keywords

All submissions should be accompanied by concise abstracts (max. 150 words) in both English and Arabic.
At least five keywords should be included after the abstract text in both Arabic and English.

Punctuation Marks

All punctuation marks (, : ; .) placed next to quotation marks, should generally be included within
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the quotation marks (e.g. “right,” but not “false”, etc.). Moreover, if a footnote number is placed next
to a punctuation mark, it should be placed after the punctuation mark (;' .*) unless the context
exigently requires it to be arranged differently.

Indentation
Authors should use tabs for the indentation of paragraphs.

Headings

Obvious structures in the article should be clearly outlined with the use of headings.
1 First Level Headings Are Bold

1.1 Second Level Headings Are Bold Italic

11.2  Third Level Headings Are Roman

Footnotes

Citations or references are provided in footnotes, as indicated before and illustrated below. Al-
Abhath does not make use of endnotes.

References
Citations in the text
Citations or references have to be provided in footnotes in accordance with the Chicago Manual of

Style (see chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html).

Bibliography

Please provide an alphabetical list of all sources cited in your contribution in the form of a
bibliography. The style to be followed is that of The Chicago Manual of Style. This bibliography will
not contribute to your word count.

The following examples illustrate citations using this system. For more details and many more
examples, see of The Chicago Manual of Style, chapter14 .

1 Bibliographical references in footnotes

Author’s name and surname, Book Title (City: publication house, year), page number.

e Adam Gacek, Arabic Manuscripts: A Vademecum for Readers (Leiden: Brill, 2009), 34.

Author’s name and surname, “Article Title,” in Book title, ed. editor name and surname (City:

Publication house, year), page number.

e Francesco Chiabotti, “Abd al-Karim al-Qushayr1 (d. 465/1072): Family Ties and Transmission
in Nishapur’s Sufi Milieu during the Tenth and Eleventh Centuries,” in Portrait of Family with
Saints, ed. Catherine Mayeur-Jaouen and Alexandre Papas (Berlin: Schwartz Verlag, 2013), 301.

Author’s name and surname, “Article Title,” Journal volume, issue (year), page number.
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e Eerik Dickinson, “Ibn al-Salah al-Shahraztri and the Isnad,” Journal of the American Oriental
Society 122, 3 (2002), 482.

Author’s name and surname, “Title” (PhD diss., University, year), page number.

e Francesco Chiabotti, “Entre soufisme et savoir islamique: L'oeuvre de ‘Abd al-Karim
alQushayr1 (376-465/986-1072)" (PhD diss., University of Aix-Marseille, 2014), 228-231.

Author’s name and surname, “Article Title,” encyclopedia, pages/online.

e L. Gardet, “Hakika,” EF.

2. Shortened versions of bibliographical references (Author’s surname, Book Title/ “Article Title,”
page number.):
e Gacek, Arabic manuscripts: A Vademecum for readers, 34.
e Chiabotti, “Abd al-Karim al-Qushayri (d. 465/1072): Family Ties and Transmission in
Nishapur’s Sufi Milieu during the Tenth and Eleventh Centuries,” 301.
e Dickinson, “Ibn al-Salah al-Shahrazuri and the Isnad,” 482.

If the bibliographical references are used, the reference list is no longer necessary. After the first
reference to a source in the footnotes, further references consist of the author’s surname, the
book/article title and the page number. Where a further reference is made to a work cited in the
immediately preceding note, use Ibid and mention the page number (Ibid., p.).
If the shortened versions of bibliographical references are used, please ensure that every reference
cited in the text is also present in the reference list. References should conform to the following
patterns in the list:
Books: (Author’s surname, name. Book Title. Ed. editor name and surname. City: Publication
house, year.)
e Gacek, Adam. Arabic Manuscripts: A Vademecum for Readers. Leiden: Brill, 2009.
e Gramlich, Richard, trans. Das Sendschreiben al-Qusayri’s tiber das Sufitum. Stuttgart: F. Steiner
Verlag, 1989.
e Ibn Bassam, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Nihayat al-rutba fi talab al-hisba. Ed. Husam al Din al-
Samarra’l. Baghdad: Matba‘at al-Ma“arif, 1968.
e Sobieroj, Florian, ed. and trans. Die Responsensammlung uber das Sufitum: al-Qusairts ‘Uyun
al-agwiba fi funun al-as’ila. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2017.
Chapter of an edited book: (Author’s surname, name. “Article Title,” in Book Title. Ed. editor name
and surname. City: Publication house, year, pages.)
e Thoreau, Henry David. “Walking,” in The Making of the American Essay. Ed. John D’Agata.
Minneapolis: Graywolf Press, 2016, 167-195.
Articles in journal: (Author’s name and surname. “Article Title.” Journal volume. issue (year),
pages.)
e Graham, William A. “Traditionalism in Islam: An Essay in Interpretation.” The Journal of
Interdisciplinary History 23. 3 (1993), 495-522.
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Articles in encyclopedia: (Author’s surname, name. “Article Title.” Encyclopedia. City: Publication

house, year, pages/online.

e Bosworth, C.E. and H. Bowen. “Nizam al-Mulk.” EF. Leiden: Brill, online.

Dissertations: (Author’s surname, name. “Title.” PhD diss., University, year.)

e Chiabotti, Francesco, “Entre soufisme et savoir islamique: L'oeuvre de ‘Abd al-Karim al Qushayri
(376-465/986-1072).” PhD diss., University of Aix-Marseille, 2014.

Figures

Diagrams, charts, maps, plans, and other line drawings that are not embedded into the text files, as well
as photographs must be submitted as high-resolution image files (TIFF format). If excessive file size
forbids the uploading of images by e-mail, these may be forwarded on CD-ROM while being replaced by
low-resolution link copies at the appropriate places in the article.

They should be graphic files that are at least 300 dpi for pictures and at least 600 dpi for line drawing.

Book Reviews

In addition to the Articles, Al-Abhath regularly publishes reviews of major new contributions to the
fields of Arabic language, literature and culture studies. In general, the Editorial Board of Al-Abhath
will invite experts to write these reviews. However, it also welcomes the submission of book reviews by
individual authors at their own initiative. The combined purpose of the typical book review for Al-
Abhath is to summarize and, at the same time, critically evaluate the work discussed. With a space
limit between 800 and 2000 words, there will always be the need to strike a balance between
providing information about the work to be reviewed on the one hand, and leaving enough space for
the reviewer’s own evaluation on the other hand. Besides these two elements, a third aspect is to be
covered in the type of “extended review” required for the Al-Abhath, namely providing a critical
commentary on the relevance of the work under review to (one or more of) the fields of Arabic
language, literature and culture studies. Therefore, book reviews for Al-Abhath should cover the
following three basic elements:

1 Summary: In this section, the reviewer provides a concise overview and background of the
work. The text’s key points and main ideas will be highlighted. It is also advised to use certain
quotes which illustrate the author’s major points of view.

2 Critical Evaluation: The reviewer selects specific points related to the work for further
discussion and evaluation, giving, wherever this is possible, priority to issues of methodology.
One can also think of addressing questions like, how does this work compare with other
publications by the same author or other books in the same genre? What make this work
good, different, or ground-breaking? What are the main strengths and weaknesses of the
work? What worked well for you and what was difficult to understand?

3 Relevance for the fields of Arabic language, literature and culture studies: This relevance can be
highlighted by addressing the following questions:
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- Which key questions did this work raise for you as a specialist in one of the fields of
Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies?

- Where does the work’s major contribution to Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies lie?

- Do you have any ideas or concrete proposals about how to address such questions?

Review Headings
Information given in the headings of reviews takes the following form in order and punctuation:
e Roshdi Rashed (ed.), Lexique historique de la langue scientific arabe, Liv + 971pp. Arabic Science
and Culture 1. Hidesheim: Georg-Olms-Verlag, 2017. €98. Hardcover. ISBN 9783-487-15528-9.
e Hassan Ansari, L'imamat et l'occultation selon l'imamisme: Etude bibliographique et histoire des
textes, xx + 310pp + 268pp (Annexe en Arabe). Islamic History and Civilization: Studies and
Text 134. Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2017. $245. Hardback. ISBN 978-90-04-23228-0.
e [Isabel Toral-Niehoft, Al-Hira: Eine arabische Kulturmetropole im Spdtantiken Kontext, xvii +
246pp. Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2014. ISBN 978-90-04-22926-6.

Publication

Proofs

Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail to check carefully for
factual and typographic errors. In the event of a multi-authored contribution, proofs are sent to the first-
named author unless otherwise requested. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are
strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the
proofs. At this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the
original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not
accepted unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly.

Consent to Publish

Transfer of Copyright

By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign
the Consent to Publish form, which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access

Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option.
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.
More information on Brill Open can be found on www.brill.com/openaccess.
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