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AUB holds student elections 2021
Khuri: “This is a message of hope for all to hear”

Following a year and a half of effective lockdown and a period of campus closure, and through a
significant rate of eager participation, the American University of Beirut (AUB) held its student elections
on Thursday, October 14, 2021. The elected student governing body and representatives work hand-in-
hand with professors and administration to contribute to the decision-making process affecting matters
that pertain to their daily lives at AUB.

As with last year, nomination, candidacy, and result announcement took place fully online with a
requirement to undergo an eligibility validation process for both candidates and electors. The elections
proposed a total of 197 candidates. The University Student Faculty Committee seats were hotly
contested over major platforms that competed on all seats, in addition to other campaigns that spread
across AUB’s faculties.

AUB President Dr. Fadlo Khuri commented, “I am proud that our students are expressing their opinions
by engaging in voting. As always, the students of AUB are proving to be role models for Lebanon and the
region in their peaceful, independent, and thoughtful prosecution of their opinions. It is a message of
hope for all to hear.”

Election day was preceded by two campaign days and the traditional debate organized by the
university’s independent student newspaper Outlook, and held in-person outside the West Hall building
on campus the day before elections. Platforms were able to hold stands on campus in front of West Hall
as part of their campaigns. Debates and platforms this year tackled issues including those related to
education post-COVID, financial burdens with the current drop in value of the Lebanese lira, and online
learning.

This year, the students had the option of either voting on campus, for available internet access, or from
anywhere in the world, through a highly secure, fool-and-hack-proof system. The process took place
amid continued anti-COVID regulations that replaced physical polling stations with online applications.
This channel was also seen as necessary to maximize participation, despite current circumstances,
particularly those that may restrict access to campus, such as the recent shortage in fuel.

“The elections 2021 will be landmark elections that epitomize the best of AUB students and their civic
responsibilities that make them so unique and distinguished,” Dean of Student Affairs Talal Nizameddin
said. “As usual | am very confident that AUB students will set a fine example of civilized democratic
practice and behavior and that the elected leaders will work together and with the administration



towards collective solutions that ease the burdens on students especially in terms of the difficult
academic challenges they face.”

Dean Nizameddin noted that the success of the election process was the outcome of months of 24/7
technical support from IT, the Registrar’s Office, Comptroller’s Office, and the Protection Office who
worked with the Office of Student Affairs who juggled between various units and the students to ensure
smooth and impeccable operation. “These elections reveal to us that despite the hurdles, AUB is still
going strong and unmoved by the storms raging around it,” Nizameddin added.

The results were out shortly after end of voting, and were announced by the university’s Office of
Student Affairs on the following link:

https://instagram.com/aubleb osa?utm medium=copy link
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Note to Editors
About AUB

Founded in 1866, the American University of Beirut bases its educational philosophy,
standards, and practices on the American liberal arts model of higher education. A
teaching-centered research university, AUB has more than 900 full-time faculty
members and a student body of about 9,500 students. AUB currently offers more than
140 programs leading to bachelor’s, master’s, MD, and PhD degrees. It provides
medical education and training to students from throughout the region at its Medical
Center that includes a full-service 365-bed hospital.

Stay up to date on AUB news and events. Follow us on:
Website: www.aub.edu.lb

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/aub.edu.lb
Twitter: http://twitter.com/AUB Lebanon
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