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Abstract: This contribution aims at introducing a different reading format of 
contemporary Arab thought, and takes the intellectual productions of “Rabat School” 
since the 1950s-60s as it reference case. First, methodological questions on how to 
read this thought are clarified. Second, Rabat School of thought is contextualized 
within contemporary Arabic scholarship. Third, the major sources as well as markers 
of “Moroccanness” are outlined, with a focus on what is termed here “Arabity” and 
“Amazighity” narratives. Fourth, the chapter introduces a novel typology of Moroccan 
intellectual history, away from the common distinction of religious vs. secular, 
traditional vs. modern, or conservative vs. liberal dichotomies. This new typology is 
“near-far-other” thought distinction, each of which is first described, then elucidated 
through the intellectual projects of some of the most prominent philosophers and 
scholars of contemporary Morocco from different disciplines – with a focus on 
philosophical and theological political thought and the question of ethics. Major 
themes like the tradition, modernity, space, time, existence, liberty, liberation, 
freedom, equality, justice, technology, the self, other, pluralization, difference, 
tomorrowness, and the global world order are studied by some iconic figures of Rabat 
School that have turned their geographic edge into a cultural center within the broad 
Arab and Islamic scholarship of contemporary times. This presentation closes with 
listing some challenges facing the new generations of scholars of Rabat School. 
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