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The study aims to reveal the interactions of youths with
the conditions of social marginalization in which they
live. The fieldwork was conducted in summer 2019 on
144 focus groups in 38 marginalized zones in Lebanon,
including Lebanese poverty pockets, Palestinian camps
and Syrian gatherings, 48 focus groups were created for
each nationality, of which 24 were exclusively males and
24 exclusively females. The 1173 participants in these
focus groups were young men and women aged between
15 and 25 years old. 22 questions were put forward to
each group.

The current book is limited to three questions pertaining
to the youths’ family lives: 1) How would you describe
the economic situation of your family and how do you
deal with this situation? 2) How would you describe the
relationship between family members? 3) How would
you describe your relationships with your parents or the
relationships of your comrades with their families?

The study showed that young people primarily attribute
their poor economic situation to the conditions of their
family members, in terms of work (unemployment, lack
of income), family dispersal (divorce, multiple marriages),
and health status or death of one of the parents.
Whereas general reasons, pertaining to the political
system and the economic situation of the country, only
figures in one quarter of responses. Youths deal with
these circumstances through cooperation and solidarity
with their families, by sharing income and controlling
expenditure. Mentions of the rejection of their situation
and protesting against figures in the samllest share of
responses as opposed to responses mentioning the
youths participation in shouldering their share

of responsibility.
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The picture of the relationship between family members

in young people’s conversations was generally positive.
Some may answer that this relationship is bad, but

then go on describing good relationships in terms of
understanding, respect and solidarity within the family, but
rarely mention dialogue and equality. On the other hand,
bad relationships, are mostly routine disagreements, as
opposed to siting instances of authoritarianism, conflict
and violence. Young people primarily attribute the cause of
these bad relationships to the behavior of family members,
especially their brothers and sisters, rather than to the
general economic and social situation.

Some contradictions figures in the relationship between
young people and their parents. On one hand, there

is more talk about the “bad” relationship, due to the
tendency of the parents towards control opposed to

the tendency of the youth towards independence. On

the other hand, young people talk about advice and
friendship, and about the understanding and respect they
feel towards their families. In both cases, most young
people end up giving in and justifying their parents’
position, especially girls. This explains their lack of talk
about friends and the adoption of their parents opinion as
a reference to judging their friends.

These trends were generally common among youth, given
that the differences between the three nationalities and
between the sexes were few.
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